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Sandhu-Ray 

By STAN DELOZltR 

Ncwi-Sgniinol Stod Wnicr 

Dr. James Lawson, the Methodist 
minister who says he will marry James 
Earl Ray and Anna Sandhu, says he will 
do it “because thafs whal Martin Luther 
King would do.’* 

Dr. Lawson, who was pastor of 
Centenary Methodist Church In Memphis 
when Dr. King was shot to death in 1968, 
IS now minister of a church in Los 
Angeles. 

“Yes. I agreed to qiarry them.” Dr. 
Lawson said Friday by telephone. “I 
think that s exactly what my good friend 
Martin Luther King would do if he could 
come back. He would do it ev^n if James 
Earl Ray is guilty of killing him.” 

Dr. Lawson said he belives that Ray, 
who is serving a 99-year prison term in 
Brushy Mountain State Prison for the 
is innocent 
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No Stunt Preacher Says 

“I V I .|((mI VA'II him Miic *' 1...,,.^ i. ... . . / . 


“I vi.iitMi Willi him ihis pu.st .summer. 
Dr. I..uv:.on .s.iid. -| duln'l g. i ihe vihi?s 
of a rai ls!, iiml I’vu bei’U among a iVvv in 
my lifu." 

Kiirlhm*, Dr. I .nv.stin .saul h.- Ih*|iiwr.-, 
that Ray’s conlVs.iim was niado under 
duntss, tlial ihi* MiMiiphis pnluv ( iiciTud 
the conlession from him. He said it was 
never proved in him “liuyoml a shadow 
of a doubt” ihar Ray .shot Dr. King. 

“The evidem*e priv.onted never put 
Ray in the b.ilhroom at ihe hoarding 
house where Hut i lil .says the laud shol 
came from,” he .‘.aid. '* They never even 
put the bullet lliai *.11114 k King m I he gun 
that Ray supp.».M‘dly hud. In .uUlilion, 
tliore ha.s nitver tu*i*n any kind ul motive 
e.xplained.” 

Dr. Lawson suid he has folloued the 
Ray case i li»s«'ly .md ihat he mi*i. him 
and Mi.v, .'uiiuliui r.iiiinr llii.s seal at 
Brushy iVlountiun. He .»i i:onip.inkd Rev. 


Je.s.se Jackson to the prison in July to 
talk with Ray. 

“That’s when 1 met Anna Sandhu,” 
Dr. I.aw.sim said. “And then 1 saw her in 
W.i.ihingion again in August at the con- 
gre.s.sioiMl hearing.s. I had lunch with her 
a couple of times and on other occasions 
I talked with her at .some length.” 

Dr. Law.son said there is not a chance 
that the announcement of the marriage is 
a publiciiy stunt. 

“They are sincere,” he said. “There’s 
not a doubt in my mind. It was clear to 
me when I talked with Anna that there is 
a very deep feeling in her for James Earl 
Ray.” 

Dr. f .iwson also pointed out that Miss 
S.mdhu was in Washington and had 
acoompamed Ray to the hearings at his 
request. 

“She t ailed me Tuesday night and 
asked if I would marry them,” he said. 


